Thursday, October 7, 2004
Philippians 2:1 – 30

Chapter 2 begins with Paul’s words concerning practical living within the church, reinforced by a description of the servanthood of Christ. Verses 10 and 11 do not merely suggest that everyone will have the opportunity to bow to or give praise to Christ, though it is God’s desire that all willingly bow and give praise. Paul’s words express the truth that one day every knee on earth will bow to Jesus and every mouth will acknowledge His lordship, whether they choose to or not. That will be the Day of Judgment.


Verse 12 would be easy if we could just say that Paul didn’t really mean “work” or “fear” or “trembling” but that is just what he said. The Greek words that he used are those from which we derive “erg” (the measuring unit for energy produced), “phobia”, and “tremor”. We know that Paul teaches, as does all of Scripture, that we can do no work that might contribute to our salvation, so we have to look at the passage from a different angle than we might first suppose. Perhaps we need to look back to Ephesians to see what “work” of our salvation we do participate in. In Ephesians 2:10, Paul wrote that we are saved unto good works that God has already prepared for us to do. In addition to the good works that He has for us to do for those around us, there is the “work” of using the gift of faith which has been given to us—to stretch and exercise it daily. 

Paul began Philippians 2:12 with “So then” or “Therefore”, so we look back to verses 1-11 and see that Paul was talking about being a bond-servant of God, just as Christ made Himself a bond-servant and taught His disciples to be bond-servants. All of this begins to come together as we read on to verse 13.

Paul says, “…for it is God who is at work in you both to will and to work for HisiHis good pleasure” (NASB). Our salvation is by grace so that we can spend eternity with our Lord and work for His good pleasure here in this life. We praise and worship Him; pray to Him; and work out our commitment to Him. In verse 15 Paul says that we live among wickedness and unbelief, standing as “lights in the world.” Paul’s “fear and trembling” phrase emphasizes that this is not playtime, but is serious business. It is God’s business that we live to accomplish—we need to do it in joy and at the same time understand, and even tremble at, His awesome majesty.

